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leeme) by the Muficians: but yet thus much I will
aduenture to wryte, that in mine opinion in a verfe of
eight fillables, the paufe will Hand bell in the middeft,
in a verfe of tenne it will bell be placed at the ende
of the firfl foure fillables: in a verfe of twelue, in the
midft, in verfes of twelue in the firfle and fouretene
in the feconde, wee place the paufe commonly in the
midft of the firfl, and at the ende of the firft eight
fillables in the fecond. In Rithme royall, it is at the
wryters difcretion, and forceth not where the paufe be
vntill the ende of the line.

14. And here bycaufe I haue named Rithme royall,
I will tell you alfo mine opinion afwell of that as of
the names which other rymes haue commonly borne
heretofore. Rythme royall is a verfe of tenne fillables,
and feuen fuch verfes make a flaffe, whereof the firfl
and thirde lines do aunfwer (acroffe) in like termina-
tions and rime, the fecond, fourth, and fifth, do like-
wife anfwere eche other in terminations, and the two
lafl do combine and fhut vp the Sentence : this hath
bene called Rithme royall, and furely it is a royall
kinde of verfe, feruing befl for graue difcourfes. There
is alfo another kinde called Ballade, and thereof are
fundrie fortes : for a man may write ballade in a flaffe
of fixe lines, euery line conteyning eighte or fixe fil-
lables, whereof the firfle and third, fecond and fourth
do rime acroffe, and the fifth and fixth do rime togither
in conclufion.    You may write alfo your ballad of
tenne fillables rimyng as before is declared, but thefe
two were wont to be mofl commonly vfed in ballade,
which propre name was (I thinke) deriued of this
worde in Italian JBallare, whiche fignifieth to daunce.
And in deed thofe kinds of rimes feme belle for
daunces or light matters.    Then haue you alfo a rond-
lette, the which doth alwayes end with one felf fame
foote or repeticion, and was thereof (in my iudgement)
called a rondelet.    This may confifl of fuch meafure
as bell liketh the wryter, then haue you Sonnets, fome
thinke that all Poemes (being Ihort) may be called